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About  the  first  of  each  month  soaie  23,000  crop  correspondents,  in- 
cluding several  picked  men  in  nearly  every  agricultural  comity  of  the 
United  States,  report  the  nur.ber  of  milk  cov;s  in  their  herds  and  the 
quantity  of  milk  being  sectored  per  day.     These  records  indicate  that  each 
year  production  has  risen  to  a  peak  in  the  first  or  second  week  in  June 
and  then  fallen  to  a  lov/  point  ahout  the  first  of  December.     The  yearly 
averages  of  these  reports  shov/  that  production  per  cow  rose  each  year  ' 
from  1925  to  1929,  declined  each  year  until  19?4  and  then  rose  agkin, 
those  Cxhangos  going  far  to  offset  changes  in  the  num.ber  of  milk  cows  per 
capita.     The  corresponding  records  for  individual  States  reflect  the  " 
national  trends  but  also  show  the  effects  of  the  numerous-  factors  which 
r^vc  influenceU  local  production.- 
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DAIRY  PRODUCTION  SUMMARY 


The  quantity  of  milk  -produced  on  farms  in  April  tot,aled  9.45  iDillion  pounds — 
about  1  percent  more  than  in  April  last  year  —  according  to  estimates  prepared  "by 
the  Agricultural  Marketing  Service,    Pastures  are  late  in  the  eastern  tv/o-thirds 
of  the  country  this  year,  and  in  manj?-  central  and  eastern  sections  milk  cov;s  v/ere 
turned  out  on  pasture  one  to  two  weeks  later  than  usual*    As  a  result,  the  ses.sonal 
upswing  of  milk  production  that  comes  as  the  pasture  season  advances  northv/ard  was 
less  than  normal  dujring  April.    Supplies  of  feeds,  however,  have  "been  ample  in 
all  but  a  few  areas  and  the  lihcraJ.  feeding  of  grain    and  concentrates  to  milk 
cows  resulted  in  a  rather  high  level  of  total  milk  production  for  the  month  of 
April, 

Per  capita  jjroduction  of  milk  during  April  was  only  slightly  higher  than  in 
the  same  month  last  year  "but  was  about  4 _ percent  above  the  April  average  in  the 
period  1934-38,  v/hich  included  some  years  of  low  early  spring  production  attribut- 
able to  feed  short p^os  following  drought. 

Looking  aheg.d,  the  prospect  is  for  some  rather  general  improvement  in  pas- 
tures during  the  month,  if  some  dry  sections  receive  rainfall.    Pasture  improve- 
m.ent  would  be  accompanied  by  somev;hat  more  than  the  usual  seasonal  increase  in 
milk  production* 

The  T)roduction  of  manuf g.ctured  dairy  -products,  following  the  trend  of  milk 
production,  increased  less  rapidly  than  usual  from  March  to  April  and,  Judging 
from  the  reports  on  butter  production  to  May  9,  the  effects  of  the  late  start 
of  pastures  on  reducing  production  were  even  m.ore  important  in    early  May  when 
more  of  the  cows  are  normally  on  pasture.    Butter  production  in  recent  months  has 
been  only  a  little  above  average  but  the  production  of  cheese  and  evaporated  milk 
continues  high. 

Stocks  of  dairy  products  in  storage  increased  more  than  usual  during  April, 
but  on  May  1  they  were  only  a  little  above  average.    Last  year  at  this  time  stocks 
were  exceptionally  heavy  because  governmental  agencies  held  lEt,rge  stocks  of  butter, 
most  of  v/hich  were  subsequently  distributed  to  people  on  relief. 

Prices  of  dairy  products  showed  about  the  usual  seasonal  declines  in  April 
but  reports  to  May  14  show  butter  and  cheese  prices  holding  close  to  the  April 
level  and  the  price  of  milk  for  city  use  declining  about  the  same  as  at  this 
season  last  yesr  • 

MONTHLY  MILK  PRODUCTION  ON  PARjyiS ,  UrTITED  STATES 
1934-38  Average,  1939  and  1940 


MONTHLY  TOTAL 

DAILY 

AirERAGE  PER 

CAPITA 

1934-38 

1934-38 

Average 

1939 

1940 

Average 

1939 

1940 

, (Million  pound 

s) 

(Pounds) 

J  sjiuary 

7,422 

7,935 

7,961 

1.870 

1.957 

1.949 

February 

7,044 

7,534 

7,791 

l"  950 

2,056 

2.038 

March 

8,221 

8,859 

9,005 

2,069 

2.185 

2.202 

April 

8,809 

9,347 

9,447 

■  2,290 

2,379 

2,386 

May 

10,537 

11,084 

2.549 

2.728 

June 

10,996 

11,464 

2.855 

2.914 

July 

10,265 

10,671 

2,578 

2,623 

August 

9,194 

9,672 

2.307 

2.376 

September 

8,262 

8,533 

2,141 

2.165 

October 

7,942 

8,077 

1.990 

1,981 

November 

7,227 

7,555 

1.870 

1^914 

December 

7,383 

7,816 

1.847 

1.915 
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DAIRY  PRODUCTION:  GRAPHIC  SUMMARY  FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES 


MILK 
PRODUCTION 
ON  FARMS 


MILK 
PRODUCTION 
FACTORS 


DAIRY 
PRODUCTS 
MANUFAC- 
TURED 


STOCKS 


PRICES 


PRICE  OF 
MILK 


12 


2  10 


PRODUCTION 
PER  MONTHi 


A  verage 


I9S4-38 

I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I 


3.0 


5  2.5 


1924  '28     '32   '36    '40  J.    A.    J.  0. 


24 

>- 

5  20 

ET 
UJ 
O. 
(/) 

g  16 

o 
a. 

12 
8 

i  6 

o 
_j 
u  . 

m  4 


PRODUCTION  PER  COW 

AS  REPORTED  BY  CROP 
CORRESPONDENTS 


1939 


1934-38 


J  I  I  I  I  i  I  I  I  L. 


4  PRODUCTS  MT'D 

MILK  EQUIVALENT 


7940 


■1939 


1934-38 


J  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  L 


J.   F.  M.  A.  M.  J.  J.  A.  S.  O.  N.  D. 


0 

34 

i  32 

o 
a. 

£  28 

Q. 

in 
t- 

uj  24 
u 

20 

260 

o 

=  200 
a. 

o 
o 

^  180 

UJ 

a. 

<  160 


■  5  PRODUCTS 

MILK  EQUIVALENT 


1939 


•1934-38 


.1940 

'      I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  L. 


BUTTERFAT 

PRICE  RECEIVED  BY  FARMERS 


;939 


_1  I  I  I  1  I    I  I  I    I  I 


J.  F.  M.  A.  M.  J.   J.  A.  S.  0.  N.  D. 


2  0 


1.5 


PRODUCTION 
PER  CAPITA 


vn  farms 


I  I  I  I  I  I  M  I  I  I  I  I  I 


I  J  11  I  I  I  I  I  M 


1924  '28    "32    "36    '40  J.    A.    J.  0. 


2  2 


1940     GRAIN  FED  PER  COW 

\  AS  REPORTED  BY  DAIRY 
.^p2Z^—  CORRESPONDENTS   

— "VX  7939 


1934-38- 


-m- — 


110 


105 


ui  100 


95 
90 

-1 

z  80 

cc 
o 
z 

lA. 

o  70 

I- 

z 

UJ 

o 

2  60 


PER  CAPITA  PERCENT 

1934  38-100 


1940        ^^^''X  1^ 


1939 


_l  I  I    I     I  ]  I  I  I  I  i_ 


J.  F.  M.  A.  M.   J.  J.  A.  S.  O.  N.  0. 


J.   F    M.    A.   M.    J.    J.    A.  S.    0.    N.  D. 


J.   F.  M.   A.  M.    J.    J.   A.   S.   0.  N.  D. 


DAIRY  PASTURES 
CONDITION 


7940 


1934-38 


I     I     1     t  I 


_]  I  I  i_ 


A.  M.   J.   J.  A.    S.    0.  N.  D. 


AMERICAN  CHEESE 


7940  A^*^ 

-I  / 


7939 


7934-38 


_l  I  I  l__J  l__l  L 


J.   F.  M.  A    M.  J.  J.  A.  S.  0.  N.  D. 


AMERICAN  CHEESE 

\        COLD  STORAGE  -^^xj^^^, 

Is  -A 


J 


1939 


1940 


1934-38 


J.  F.   M.  A.  M.   J.    J.  A.    S.  0.  N.  D. 


32 


28 


24 


20 


BUTTER 

92  SCORE,  CHICAGO 


1934-38 
1940        \  ' 

-\  1 


^•^  ^7939 

-J  I  1  1  1  I  I  I  i_ 


J.   F.  M.  A,  M.  J.   J.  A.   S.  O.  N.  D. 


140 


WHOLESALE  MILK 

PRICE  TO  FARMERS 


J  I  I  [_ 


J.  F    M.  A,   M.   J.  J.  A.  S.  0.  N.  D. 


2.00 


MILK  ,  CITY  USE 

PAID  BY  DEALERS 

• 

✓ 

✓ 

7939- 

1934-38 

1     1    1    1     1    1    1    I  1 

1  1 

J.    F    M.  A    M.   J.   J.  A.  S.  0.  N.  D. 


S  16 

O 
a. 

£  14 
o. 

(/) 

S  12 

10 
14 

£  13 
< 

3 
O 

cc 

UJ  12 


10 


CHEESE 

AMERICAN.  PLYMOUTH 


7940 


1934-38- 


7939 


-J  U_l  I  L. 


_l  1  J  I  L. 


J.   F.  M.  A.  M.  J.   J.   A.  S.  0.  N.  D. 


RETAIL  MILK  25  CITIES 

 7939   


•1934-38 


_l  1  ;  I      I  .  L_ 


J.   F.   M.  A    M.  J.    J.  A.  S.  0.  N.  D. 


U.  S  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


AGRICULTURAL  MARKETING  SERVICE 


3 


AGRICUI,TURAL  FxAPKETING  SEBVICE 


Dairy  Prodxiction 
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• 
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MILK  PRODUCTIOIT  ON  FARv^S 

Mar. 
Apr. 

• 

7.044  i 7,534  • 
:  8,221  :8,859 
.  8,809  :9,347 

7  791a/  ' 

1     )     I        J-  'Jill  4 

.9,006a/  . 
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103.4 
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(As  reported  by  crop  correspondents) 
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ivfer.l 
Apr.l 
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;  12.18  :13.40 
;  13.11  :14.51 
,  14.45  :15.63 

:13.62 
,14.45 
;15.42 

.101.6 
99.5 
,  98.7 
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PRODUCT  ION  OP  MAtTUPACTURED  DAIRY  PRODUCTS 
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Evaporated  milk,  cape  
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4  products,  milk  equivalent   mil. lbs. 

(Creamery  butter  x  21,  all  cheese  except  skim 
X  10,  csamed  ccnd.  &  cvap.  milk  x  2.2) 
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M&y,  9 
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Mar. 
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Apr . 
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58.4 
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3,767 


:  34.93/ 
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(Butter,  all  cheese,  canned  cond.  &  evap. 
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Mili",  whole '?,-0.o,  per  100  pounds  
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Mr-r.l5  , 
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;  30.2 
.  29.2 

;  22.7 
;  21.4 

,  28.4 
.  27.5 

■125.1 
:123.5 

cts. 

Apr. 

May 

28.6 
5  26.3 

\  22.0  . 
;  22.8  , 

27.1 

,  27.0d/c/. 

:123.2 
,118.4 

ctr. 

Apr.  15  ! 

Liny  15  ' 

:  13.25 
;  12.95  . 

11.25  , 
:12.00  ; 

13.00 
I3.00;d/  ; 

115.6 
108.3 

dol. 

Mar  •  ; 
Apr.  ; 

2.84  ; 
2.84  : 

2.68  : 
2.67  : 

2.90 

'108.2 
-  1 

dol. 

Mar. 15  1 
Apr. 15  ; 

.    1.73  : 
.    1.63  : 

1.59  ; 
1.45  J 

1.84  J 

115.7 
119.9 

dol. 

Apr.  : 

May  : 

2.10  : 
2.09  : 

2.15  : 
2.11  J 

2.23  ; 

2.16d/  : 

103.7 
103.3 

cts. 

Apr,  : 

May  : 

11.64  : 
11.51  : 

11.78  : 
11.72  : 

12.20  ,  : 
12.06a/d/: 

103.6 
102.9 

a/  pTaiiminary.  b/  Forecast  or  interpolation, 
d/  Not  available  when  accompanying  chart  was  p 
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available  price. 


Milk  Tjroduction  ver  cow  increased  only  about  three-fourths  as  rapidly  as 
usual  during  April  this  year  and  on  May  1  averag-ed  15.42  pounds  in  herds  kept  hy 
crop  correspondents.    This  v/as  atout  1  percent  short  of  production  per  cov;  on  M-ay  1 
last  year,  but  exceeded  the  1929-38  average  for  the  date  of  14,82  pounds  "by  some  4 
percent. 

in  the  northern  part  of  the  co\intry  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  production 
per  C0V7,  although  increasing  less  rapidly  than  usual,  was  still  vjell  above  average 
on  May  1.    ,In  all  the  important  dairy  States  of  the  Great  Lakes  region  except  Ohio 
and  Indiana  and  in  a  number  of  other  States  including  Iomd.  and  Raryland  production 
per  cow  was  4  percent  or  more  above  the  10-year  average  for  May  1,     In  the  v;cstcrn 
group  of  States  excellent  pastures  have  materially  aided  milk  flow,  with  production 
per  cow  in  4  of  the  11  States  at  record  high  levels  for  May  1,  and  in  5  other 
States  of  this  group  closely  approaching  previous  highs. 

In  the  South  Central  States,  however,  where  pastures  wore  nipped  by  late 
frosts  and  retarded  by  cool  v.'eather,  milk  production  per  cow  continued  v;ell  below 
avera^je  through  April,  and  in  States  bordering  on  the  lower  Mississippi  production 
per  cow  on  May  1  approached  15  year  lows  for  the  date._   In  scattered  Eastern 
States,  particularly  Maine,  Nev;  Hampshire,  Uew  Jersey,  and  the  Virginias,  produc- 
tion per  C0V7  v:a-s  likewise  well  below  average  for  May  1. 

G-rain  fed  TPer  milk  cow  on  May  1  this  year  was  the  highest  for  the  da.te  in 
the  10  years  for  v/hich  records  are  available,  according  to  reports  received  from 
dairy  correspondents.     In  these  herds,  which  are  somewhat  larger  and  more 
specialized  than  the  average  milking  herd,  milk  cows  on  May  1  were  fed  an  average 
of  5«45  pounds  of  grain  njid  concentrates  per  head,  compared  with  5»15  pounds  a 
year  earlier*     In  the  previous  8  years  the  May  1  rate  of  feeding  has  ranged  from 
3.99  pounds  in  1935  when  feed  was  still  scarce  follov.dng  the  1934  drought,  up  to 
5.20  pounds  in  1931  when  feed  prices  had  dropped  sharply.    The  heavy  rate  of 
feeding  this  year  is  partly  a  reflection  of  the  lack  of  green  feed  usually 
available  in  some  States  by  May  1,  but  it  also  reflects  a  willingness  of  farmers 
to  feed  the  fairly  abundant  supplies  of  feed  grains  on  farms  even  though  prices 
of  feed  grains  are  considerably  higher  than  a  year  ago  and  prices  of  buttcrfat  are 
somewhat  less  than  a.verage  in  relation  to  those  for  feed  grain. 


Grain  fed  per  milk  cow  per  day  on  May  1 
in  herds  kept  by  dairy  correspondents 
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East  : 

West 

!    North  : 

Horth  : 

North  ! 

;    South  ; 

;    South . 

May  1  ; 

;  Atlantic  : 

Central  : 

Central  ; 

:  Atlantic; 

;  Central  . , 
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;  United 

S.tatcs_  j_ 

_  S_tate.s_: 

_  S.tate.s_: 

S.tate^s_; 

^tate.s_! 
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Pounds 

Pounds 

Founds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

.Pounds 

1931 

7,0 

5.6 

5.7 

4.7 

3,8 

3,2 

5,20 

1932 

6^3 

5.6 

4.8 

4,4 

3.8 

2.8 

4.80 

1933 

5.7 

5.8 

5.7 

3.9 

3.4 

3.0 

4.92 

1934 

6.0 

4.9 

4,4 

4.6 

3.3 

2.2 

4.31 

1935 

6.0 

4.4 

3.4 

4.4 

3.4 

2.8 

3.99 

1955 

.  6.1 

5.7 

5.1 

4.9 

4.3 

3.2 

5,02 

1937 

6c.2 

4.8 

3.4 

5.5 

3.9 

3.2 

4.34 

1938 

5.5 

4.7 

4.7 

4.2 

3.2 

4.88 

1939 

5.7 

5.3 

5.3 

4.3 

3.1 

5.15 

1940 

6.8 

6.4 

5.5 

5.4 

4.3 

3.1 

5.43 
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Dairy  Pastures  west  of-  the  Rocky  Mountains  have  furnished  excellent  grazing 
this  spring,  but  in  the  eastern' two-thirds  of  the  country  grass  has  heen  dela.yed 
by  cool  weather  and  milk  cows  have  roceived  less  than  the  usual  amount  of  green 
feed  from  pastures,    For  the  country  as  a  whole  the  condition  of  dairy  pastures 
including  only  States  where  cov/s  are  usually  on  pasture  by  May  1,  averaged  74  per- 
cent of  normal  compared  with  78  percent  a  year  ago  and  a  1929-58  average  of  75*3 
percent.    But  moisture  supplies  arc  ample  in  most  sections  and  pastures  are  ex- 
pected to  improve  rapidly  in  the  next  few  weeks,  . 

In  some  important  dairy  sections  of  the  Worth  Atlantic  area,  particuloxly 
northern  Fenns3''lvania  and  lIev7_York,  the  late  st-art  of  pastures  this  spring  has 
lengthened  the  winter  feeding  period  and  accentuated  the  problem  of  feed  ;:hortage 
following  last  year's  drought.     In  part  of  this  area  hay, prices  o.re  sharply  higher. 
In  Wisconsin  and  MichigaJi  dry  weather  this  spring  has  held  back  early  pastures  but 
precipitation  since  the  first  of  May  has  been  beneficial. 

Milk  cov/s  on  May  1  this  year  obtained  the  smallest  proportion  of  their  feed 
from. pasture  for  that  date  since  1936,  and  except  for  that  yea.r  the  lovrest  for 
May  1  in'  the  10  yeaxs  of  record,  according  to  reports  received  from  dairy  corre- 
spondents.   Per  the  coun-^.ry  as  a  whole,  milk  cows  obtained  an _  average  of  33  percent 
of  their  May  1  feed  from  pasture,  compared  with  35  percent  a,  year  ago  and  a  rejige 
of  32  percent  to  47  percent  on  M,ay  1  in  the  ipreceding  8  yerors. 

Percentage  of  Peed  of  Milk  Cov/s  Secured  from  Pasture    on  May  1  as 
 ^Repp.rjfced  by_I)airy_C£rresj:io^^^  


• 

:    East  : 

West 

• 

• 
• 

Date 

:  North 

:  North  : 

ITorth  ■ 

:  South 

:  South  : 

Western 

United 

: Atlantic 

: Central  : 

Central 

: Atlantic 

: Central  ; 

Sta,tes 

:      S  tastes 

i-  State_s_ 

1  Stateg_  J 

_S:bc?J;e^ 

i.  Stat^s__ 

X  Stat_es_! 

• 

#      

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

May  1 

1931 

.    ..  4,8 

26,5 

37,8 

50.5 

'  75*0 

44.8 

38.5 

1932 

2.4 

14.5 

39.1 

.  43,1 

59.2 

54,2 

35.1 

1933 

6.7 

"  18,0 

28.5 

51.2 

66.2 

40,1- 

32.9 

1934 

4.6 

18,2 

31.9 

43,2 

71^3 

61,3 

36.0 

1935 

5.1 

25.2 

41.1 

57.0 

74.0 

48,2 

41,3 

1936 

3.5 

13  •  2 

30.4 

43.1 

65.4 

49.0 

32,3 

1937 

:  3.4 

.  17,7 

38.9 

47.0 

72,6 

41.8 

35.8 

1938 

;  11.8 

31.8 

;  48.6 

■61^1 

77.1 

53.7 

46,6 

1939 

:  2.4 

■  15,7 

36.5 

■46.0 

65.4- 

59.3 

:  35.4 

'  1940 

2j,3 

11.9 

30.3 

44^5_ 

65_^2 

60.0 

.  32,7 

In  the  South,  the  lovr  percentage  reported  this  year  reflects  the  damage  done 
to  pasture  crops  by  the  mid-April  frosts  and  the  general  slow  development  of  grazing 
crops  as  a  result  of  cool  weather.     In  the  belt  of  States  extending  from  Iowa  east- 
ward through  Ohio,  v/here  milk  cov/s  on  May  1  usually  receive  a  third  to  a  half  of 
their  feed, from  pasture,  the  percentage  obtained  this  year  averaged  the  lov;est  in 
the  last  10  years.     In  the  northern  dairy  States  pastures  on  May  1  were  furnishing 
practically  no  feed.     In  the  Western  States,  however,  the  early  spring  with 
abundant  mpisture  favored  the  growth  of  grass  and  milk  cows  on  May  1  obtained  60 
percent  of.  their  feed  fromi  pasture  —  more  than  on  that  date  in  any  recent  year 
except  193^. 
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DAIRY  FSOrUCTION 


Milk  Produced  per  liilk  Covj  in 
Herd_s_Kep_t  ^_%port_er_s_jt/  _ 


Conditi_on  of_I^iry_Pastures_  ^ 


State 


:       Ivlay  1 
:Av.  1929-38 


Ivby  1 
1939 


May  1 
1940 


IvIay  1 
Av. 1929-38 


May  1 
1939 


May  1 
1940 


JTer  c^cnt 
78 
80 
79 
87 
74 
83 
79 
80 
81 


Me. 

N.H. 

Vt. 

Mass, 

Conn. 
IT.Y. 
N.J. 
Pa. 


14.5 
15.2 
15.7 
18.6 

3/ 
17.9 
18.9 
20.2 
17.9 


■^oiinds 

14.1 
16.4 

18eS 

3/' 
13.4 
19.5 
19.9 
17.9 


14.2 
14.5 
13.9 
19.5 

3/ 
13.S 

20.3 
19.5 
18.5 


84.0 
34.0 
85.6 
84.4 
79.9 
85.1 
77.3 
79.5 
77.3 


84 
84 
85 
82 
76 
80 
71 
70 
72 


N.Atl. 

Ohio 
Ind. 
■111. 
l-lich. 
Wis. 


18o02_ 
"is.  4 
15.3 
15.9 
18.3 
18.4 


_18.47_ 
16. 5 
15.5 

lO.O 

19.0 
18.5 


18,76 
'16.6  " 
15.5 
16.5 
19.1 
19.4 


78_^7_ 

76.5 

77.0 

75.1 

71.1 

75.1 


80_^4 

80 

31 

81 

80 

81 


73.5 

'73 
76 
77 
70 
73 


E.N.Cent_j_ 

Ivlinn. 

Iowa 

Mo. 

N.Dak. 

S.Dak. 

llebr. 

Kans. 


_17.24_ 

'l7.5  ' 
15.3 
11.4 
13.0 
12.7 
14.9 
15,4 


jL7.57_ 

"18.8  " 
15.8 
11.9 
15.1 
14.0 

ISol 

16.7 


_17.95 

18.5  " 

16.4 

11.4 

15.8 

13.5 

15.2 

14.9 


7_5_^5_ 

70.5" 

75.3 

74.6 

55,2 

66. 3 

73.3 

66.9 


30^7_ 

77 
80 
80 
51 
63 
70 
69 


74.0 

'70 
78 
73 
63 
70 
64 
62 


W.IT.Cent_^ 

Del. 

I'A. 

Va. 

?r.Va. 

N.C. 

s.c. 

Ga. 
Fla. 


14e58 

-17' 

14.9 
11.4 
llo3 
11.3 
9.8 

9oq 


15.53 

17.2 
11.5 
10.9 
12.2 

lOo?  • 

10.1 

1 


15.33 

16.1 
11.0 
10.1 
12.3 

9.8 

c  1 

•2  / 


71_^7 

75.7' 

75.4 

77.7 

75.8 

78.7 

71.9 

77,4 

75.4 


74.9 


70.4 

"74 
71 
69 
69 
72 
65 
68 
76 


/ 


84 
85 
83 
75 
80 
76 
79 
75 


S  .  At  1  a 

Ky7~' 
Tenn. 
Ala. 
Iviiss. 
Ark. 
-La. 
Okla. 
Tex. 


10.9c 
'll.  9 
10.8 

3/' 
3.6 
10.0 

3/^ 
12.5 

10.3 


"  on 


76_^7 

77.7" 

77.6 

76.6 

75.9 

79,5 

77.3 

67.6 

73.5 


80_^1 

80 

79 

80 

78 

80 

80 

69 

66 


59.9 


11.7 
11.7 

7  / 

"S.l 

10.3 

z' 

13.7 
10.1 


10. 8 

5.6 
9.2 
3' 
if.  9 
10.3 


70 
67 

68 
69 
76 
79 
55 
72 


j3.C^ent_^ 
Mont. 

Idaho 

\Tyo. 

Colo. 

N.Mex. 

Ariz. 

Utah 
Nev. 
Wash. 
Oreg. 
Cal if . 


10.51  ^10.87 

'l4.3 


15.9  - 
21.2 
14.5 
16.1 

¥ 

22,0 
21.1 
22.0 


74,_9_ 

7l".0 

81,  S 

78. 9 

69.5 

67.8 

87.9 

79.2 

82.2 

77.6 

81.5 

78.5 


74_^4 

81 
82 
81 
83 
86 
86 
79 
83 
79 
78 
67 


70.0 


13.0 
12.7 
14.1 

H 

.  3 

18.5 
21.1 


18.0 
20.0 
14.3 
13.0 

3/ 
2lTc 
20.1 
21.3 


87 
94 
84 
73 
80 
79 
89 
95 
94 
95 
92 


West_^ 
U.S._ 


_16.75_ 
14.82 


_19.09_ 
15.53' 


_19.47_ 

-15.42" 


73_^2_ 
75.3' 


75_^2_ 
77.5" 


90.7 

-74.0 


2/ 
3/ 


Averages  represent  the  reported  daily  milk  production  of  herds  kept  by  reporters  divide^^^^g^ 
the  total  numher  of  milk  cows  (in  milk  or  dry)  in  these  herds.    Figures  for  ITew  Snglaiid/vare 
"based  on  combined  returns  from  Crop  an.d  Special  Dairy  reporters  and  are  weighted  by  counties. 
Figures  for  other  States,  regions,  and  D.  S.  are  based  on  ret-ams  from  Crop  Reporters  only. 
Sta.te  averages  are  b3,sed  on  reports  by  crop  correspondents.    For  regional  and  li.S.  averages 
the  States  are  combined  in  proportion  to  the  importance  of  past-ures  to  dairy  production  on 
Iv-ay  1. 

State  averages  omitted  because  of  instability,  but  reports  are  included  in  arriving  at 
regional  averages. 
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DAIRY  FHOD'JCT'IOI-I  INDICATIONS  AI^  TPIEIR  USE 


-  Just  as  a  five  word  warning:  ~  "HLirricane  moving  north  from  Bermuda'?  may  carry 
an  important,  but  a  different,  message  to  the  navigators  of  each  of  a  thousand  ships 
so  there  are  records  in  the  dairy  industry  which  are 'important  alike  to  producers, 
processors  and  distributors "but  which  carry  a  different  message  to  each  man.    As  a 
hurricane  means  east  winds  in  one  8.rea  and  T-^^ost  winds  in  another,  s.nd  head  winds  or 
tail  winds,  according  to  the/  direction  in  which  the  ship  is  headed,  so  a  drought 
like  that  of  1936  may  compel  ir.rmors  in  one  area  to  redtice  the  rations  of  the  cows 
close  to  a  hare  subsistence  level,  while  giving  farmers  in  another  area  an  unpre- 
cedented opportiuiity  to  T)ush  their  cows  to  the.  limit  with  imported  grain. 

Though  a  weather  man,-  watching  reports  from  ships  at  sea  and  remembering  re- 
cords of  past  storms,  may  meke  a  helpful  estimate  of  the  rate  at  v/hich  a  hurricane 
is  moving  and  may  hazard  a  guess  at  whe?:*e  it  will  strike,  each  navigator  must  make 
his  own  calculations  ejid  sa.il  his  own  ship,    ThouO  preparing  o  a.lry  -  statistics ,  to  . 
m.ake  them  timely,  likewise  inp^.ude  some  forecasts,  and  each  u^-^.^r  of  these  statistics 
must  figure  his  ov/n  posit  ion  ,';>^a.ecide  for  himself  v/hotber  the  signs  call  for  full  • 
sail  or  siiggest  seeking  the  shelter  of  a  port. 

As  space  in  these  pages  permits,  the  various  daiiry  indications  assem.bled  in 
this  report  will  be  exc)lained  and  suggestions  will  be  offered  to  show  how  the 
statistics  m.ay  be  used  to  meet  individual  needs*  '  • 

Milk  Prodiiction  Per  Cow  as  Reported  by  Crop  CorresTjondcnts. 

These  records  show  the  amount  of  milk  that  crop  correspondents  obtain  from^ 
their  milk  cows  on  one  day  near  the  first  of  each  month,,    The:^-  ■)rov?.de  a  (luick 
measurement  of  changes  in  the  rate  of  production*    ji'or  ar'\?.3  \ ^;,'^re  cc"aL..ercial  dairy-r 
ing  is  important,  they  appear  to  be  quite  accurate,  thoii^;-!  all'.'  :s.ncc  imist^be  made 
for  changes  in  the  number  of  milk  cows.    The  table  showing  avcr^.ge3  by  States  serves 
like  a"v;eather  mocp  to  show  current  conditions  in  each  part  of  the  country.     It  shows 
the  net  result  of  all , favorable  and  unfavorable  factors  affecting  production  per  cow 
including  weather  conditions,  pasturcS\|Tadual  changes  in  the  proportion  of  the  cows 
of  each  age  and  breed.     It  also  indicates  the  constant  adjustments  being  made  in  • 
feeding,  in  care,  in  the  age  at  v/hich  the  calves  are  'wean-Gd:^    and  in  the  propor- 
tion of  the  cows  freshening  in  each  season, 

•  The  averages  sho-'/n  for  the  various  States  and  regions  are  computed  by  adding' 
the  reports  from  crop  correspondents  on  gallons  or  po'cmds  of  milk  oroduced  on  their 
farms  on  or  about  the  first  of  each  month  and  dividing  by _  the  munbor  of  milk  cows 
(in  milk  or  dry)  reported  as  on  their  farms.    Averages  for  the  various  regions  axe 
comibined  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  milk  cows  in  each.     The  averages  for  the. 
important  dairy  States  are  based  on  reports  for  large  members  of  covrs.    Those  for^ 
States  -where  dairying    is  unimportant  probphly  provide  only  a  very  rough  indication 
of  the  changes  taicing  place,  but  they  supply  a.bout  the  only  information  available 
on  the  total  milk  production  as  distinct  .from  commercial  supplies. 

Crop  correspondents  as  a  group  do  not  include  enough  part  time  farm.ers,  crop- 
pers, beginners,  subsistence  farmers,  colored  farmers,  etc.,  to  be  strictly  typical 
of  all  farmers.     They  appear  to  be  more  nearly  t^rpical  of  commercial  farmers,  or  of 
those  producing  some  dairy  products  for  sole.    During  recent  years  the  crop  cor- 
respondents vjhc  have  reported  on  milk  production  have  had  an  average  of  oetween 
seven  and  eight  milk  cows  apiece,  the  State  averages  ordinarily  ranging  from  above 
20  COV73  per  farm  in  Verm.ont  to  under  4  in  the  Carolinas  and  G-eorgia, 
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